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CONGRATULATIONS 
ILLUSTRIOUS SIR JAMES M. NAGY 
“IMPROVISE, OVERCOME, ADAPT” 
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Official Publication of Ziyara Shriners  

Feb. & Mar. 2023 Volume 16 Issue 1  

Upcoming Events 
 

2/24 – First Fish Fry, Shrine 
Centre, 4-7pm 

 
3/ 3, 10, 17,24,31 - Fish 

Fry, Shrine Centre, 4-7pm 
 

3/ 8 – Arab Patrol Dinner 
Meeting 

 
3/11- St Patrick’s Parade, 
Utica, 8:30am Shrine Cen-

tre; Line-up 9am 
 

3/11 St Patrick’s Day Oasis, 
Shrine Centre, 2pm, $5pp, 
$10 family, potential noble 

and their family-free 
 

3/14 – Bucksavers Club 
Meeting; Charlotte Imperial 
2023, 6pm, Shrine Centre 

 
3/15 – Western Shrine Club 

 
3/17-19 Oriental Temple 

Potentate Reception – See 
office for details  

 
3/25 – Stated Meeting at 
Shrine Centre, Saturday 

9am 
 

3/26 – Nile Installation of 
Officers 

 
4/7 – Last Fish Fry, Shrine 

Centre, 4-7pm 

Notes 

Did you know: 
Shriners Children’s has treated1.5+ Million Children  

since 1922. There are 320,000+ orthopedic visits each 
year with 1,252 specialized Physicians & Surgeons. 
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The new year is here and a new Ziyara Shriner year 
has begun. I want to say that I am honored to have 
been elected again to Potentate for 2023. I look for-
ward to working with the new Divan and all Nobles to 
grow Ziyara Temple and continue the great programs. 
The New Nobles appointed to this year’s divan are 
Nobles Bernard Morosco and Gregory Torres. 
The goals for this year are to: 
1. Continue our main fundraisers of the Bass Pro 

Shops Sportsman Raffle and the FEZtival of 
Trees, fish fries and car cruise-ins. I want to focus 
more on the Sportsman Raffle and make it an 
event where we can raise at least $40K with prop-
er advertisement. The Vidalia onions will not be 
done this year as the amount of work to perform 
this fundraiser is greater than the amount raised. 

2. Fish Fries will once again be performed each Fri-
day during Lent. Volunteers needed and if not 
working, please attend to get an outstanding Fish 
Fry. 

3. We will continue Car Cruise-Ins at the Shrine Park 
Centre this summer with cars, music & food. 

4. Schedule a bus trip to Springfield Hospital (now 
branded Shriners Children’s New England) this 
summer to allow nobles and ladies to see the clin-
ic and outstanding work being performed. 

5. Goal of 20 new Nobles this year. Bernard Mo-
rosco and myself will lead this effort but to reach 
our goal, we would like to visit all lodges in Ziyara 
jurisdiction to promote the Shrine charity work, 
and discuss with Brothers about becoming a 
Shriner to assist with children in need of medical 
assistance and how to join Ziyara temple. 

6. Be proud of your membership Nobles and let’s get 
new Brothers. Petitions will be accepted anytime 
and new Nobles obligated at each quarterly meet-
ing with full ceremonial next December. 

7. To promote new Noble membership, any new No-
bles will have their first year’s dues waived and 
will only owe the $30 Shriners International per 
capita and $5 Shriners Children Hospital fee. 
Ziyara Temple will also assist in financing a fez, if 
needed. 

8. The Potentate’s Reception will be Saturday, June 
3, 2023 at Delta Hotel in downtown Utica. The 
costs are being finalized for Dinner reception on 

Saturday evening and hospitality on Friday even-
ing and Saturday. Also breakfast buffet on morn-
ing of Sunday, June 4, 2023. Save the date. 

9. Shiners International Imperial Session will be July 
1st to 6th in Charlotte, North Carolina. It will be a 
great time there with a parade, family dinner at an 
authentic Irish pub, Aloft Suites Hotel that is only 2 
blocks from convention center. A Bucksavers 
meeting has been initially scheduled for March 14, 
2023 at Shrine Park Centre. Costs for attending is 
$1350 from July 2 to July 6th and $1580 from July 
1st to July 6th. Come to the Bucksavers meeting to 
get the details. 

10. Promote fellowship and fun by having social gath-
erings on the third Friday of each month at various 
locations in Ziyara jurisdiction from April to Sep-
tember. 

11. Purchase a newer van to update the fleet used to 
transport children and their families to Shriners 
Children’s Hospitals. 

I look forward to working with the incoming Divan 
(Divan meets last Thursday each month at Shrine 
Centre on Halsey Road in Whitestown at 6pm). The 
Divan for 2023 is: 

Potentate - Jim Nagy 
Chief Rabban - Mike Wolzmuth 
Assistant Rabban - John Smith 

High Priest & Prophet - Rob Verdon 
Oriental Guide - Dan Rena 

Treasurer- Ill. Mike Kelly, PP 
Recorder - Mark Alvarado 

1st Ceremonial Master - Zac Zegarelli 
2nd Ceremonial Master - Dick Sacco 

Marshal - Rudy Beaman 
Director- Harry Dapre 

Captain of Guard – Greg Torres 
Outer guard – Bernie Morosco 
Director Emeritus - Bill Williams 

Looking forward to productive year and remember 
together we can accomplish anything. The sum of the 
parts are exponentially greater than individual effort. 
The goal is to help children while having fun and ac-
complish our goals through improvise to allow flexibil-
ity, adapt to the current environment and conditions 
and overcome to achieve our goals. 

Our Potentate’s Posting: 



John Edwards Announced as Chairman of the New England Board of Governors  
John J. Edwards Jr., LNHA, of Purling, New York, has been elected 
Chairman of the Board of Governors for Shriners Children’s New Eng-
land. John is a long standing member Ziyara Shrine and has been a 
Board Member since 2016, joining the executive committee in 2021 as 
vice chairman. 
John was first introduced to the work of the Shriners in 1998. He in-
stantly fell in love with the Shriners Children’s mission and jumped at 
the opportunity to join the fraternity that supports it. He became 
a Ziyara Shriner, based in Oneida County, New York, where he served 
as ritual director for many years. 
As chairman, John plans to focus on supporting the talented staff at 
Shriners Children’s New England. He will maintain open lines of com-
munication between the staff and the Board, especially as they navi-

gate the location’s new identity as a licensed outpatient facility. 
“Shriners Children’s New England has the talent and the drive to be the best facility of its kind in our 
healthcare system. I am excited to work with and learn from our amazing staff and Board of Gover-
nors in support of our mission and vision. It is a privilege to bear witness to the specialized care that 
is provided to children from throughout the Northeast and beyond," said John. 
John has been a licensed nursing home administrator for 20 years, and is the current facility admin-
istrator for Mountainside Residential Care Center, a small nursing home in Delaware County, New 
York. 
John and his wife, Jennifer, have three children – Nick, Aryah and Emma. He is an avid Boston Bru-
ins fan and enjoys watching The Office. He also loves to travel, where he collects unique items 
found off the beaten paths of the places he visits. 
 
Note from Ziyara Noble John Edwards 
Dear Nobles, 
I am pleased to announce that Shriners Children’s New England has transitioned to an outpatient 
clinic model of care, effective January 1, 2023. As an outpatient clinic, patients continue to receive 
outpatient clinical care at Shriners Children’s New England; this includes clinic appointments, reha-
bilitation services (physical, occupational and 
speech therapy), motion analysis, radiology, or-
thotic and prosthetic services and care manage-
ment. Should a patient need surgery, Shriners 
Children’s New England physicians will provide 
surgical services at nearby surgical affiliate loca-
tions. All care continues to be provided to patient 
families regardless of the ability to pay or insur-
ance status. 
This successful transition is the result of many 
months of hard work and dedication from the en-
tire Shriners Children’s New England team. We 
look forward to the future and taking care of more 
kids in more places. Thank you for your ongoing 
dedication and support to our great mission. 
Please contact me with any questions. 
 

Ziyara donates to Shriners Children’s 
New England, Boston and Philadelphia. 

3 Ziyara Bugle Notes  Shriners Children’s New England 

Pictured Left to Right: Ill. James M. Nagy, Potentate and 
Associate Board Member, Ms. Stacey Perimutter, Director 
of Development and Noble John Edwards, Board Chairman 



 Recently, William, a first grader 
from Walbran Elementary School in 
Oriskany donated an estimated 
8,000 tabs to Ziyara Shriners for our 
tab program.  Joined by Noble Bob 
Alexander and Ill. Jim Nagy, the 
news crew from WKTV caught up 
with them at the school to document 
the donation.  Here is a screenshot 
of the piece that was done by 
WKTV.  Thank you to Bob and Dor-
othy Alexander for letting us know 
about this wonderful donation.  Jim was interviewed and mentioned that the 
money goes to our hospitals.  Great job, William! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
New 2023 Fundraiser for Shriners Children’s New England 

Shriners Children’s New England in Springfield, MA will be hosting a new fundraising event on Fri-
day, October 20, 2023 at MGM Springfield.  There will be 
a block of rooms available at MGM, The Marriott and Sher-
aton in Springfield.  

Join us for a fun-filled evening for adults (21+) featuring 
samplings from the area’s finest restaurants, breweries, 
wineries and distilleries. There will be live entertainment, 
games, cash bar and a silent auction. All proceeds to ben-
efit patient care at Shriners Children’s New England. 

Tickets are $45 per person and will go on sale March 1. 

Ziyara Shriners Board Representative, James Nagy, at the 
March Board Meeting will be getting a Cheers for Children 
poster to hang at the Shrine Center.  This poster will have 
a QR code so people can scan the code and buy tickets! 

More information to follow!  Cheers! ✨ 
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It’s good to be Potentate: 
Have you spotted our Illustrious Potentate on this commercial?  Ill. 
Robert DelBuono, ’02, was the last Potentate. In between those 
years, Noble Robert “Bucky” Grimaldi, II was in Zany gear.   



8209 Halsey Road, Whitesboro, NY 13492 

315-768-1340 or order  

online at ziyarashriners.com/shop 

2/24, 3/3,10, 17, 24, 31 & 4/7 
 

$15 - Adults $7 - Children (ages 5-12) 
 

4pm-7pm 
 

Dine In and Take Out Available 
Fried & Baked Fish, Fried Shrimp and Chicken Fingers with a side of 

French Fries or Baked Potato and Cole Slaw and bun. Dine in guests 

enjoy dessert and drink (soda/coffee) 

8209 Halsey Road, Whitesboro, NY 13492 
office@ziyarashriners.com  315-732-5328 

ziyarashriners.com 

Utica St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Saturday, March 11, 2023 

 

8:30am - Leaving from the Shrine Centre 
 

9:00am - Line Up at T.B.A.  
 

10:00am - Parade begins 
 

OASIS at the Shrine Center (St. Patrick’s Party) 
 

 Approximately 2PM 
 

Only $5/person or $10/family 
 

Potential members & their families are FREE! 
 

Menu: 
Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes and more! 

Special Thanks to: Brother Anthony DiMare - Chef   

and the Drum & Bugle Corps. 
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$1,350/couple (4 nights) 

$1,580/couple (5 nights)-(7/1-7/6) 
Includes: nightly hospitality area first floor, additional private hospitality room & family dinner 

 

Extremely Important 
** Non refundable deposit of $300 is required ** 

 
Checks payable to: Bucksavers 

Mail to: Elaine Brunet, 422, Cedarbrook Cres., Utica, NY 13502 
 

Meeting will be held on March 14 at 6PM at the Shrine Centre. 
 

Save The Date: 
149th Imperial Session 

July 2-6, 2023 
Charlotte, NC 

Our hotel: 
Aloft 

 Charlotte Uptown at the Epicentre 
210 E. Trade Street, Charlotte, NC 28202 

Uarda Temple #24, Daughters of the Nile 
 
Does your wife want to check out what Nile has to offer?  Here is your chance!   

Nile will be having a public Installation of Officers on  
Sunday, March 26 at 2PM at the Utica Masonic Hall.   

 
Their official philanthropy is Shriners Children’s.  We appreciate and thank them for 
their continued support.  These hard working ladies have units such as Patrol, danc-
ers, clowns, choir and more! 
 
Daughters of the Nile is an international fraternal organization for women 18 years 
of age or older. They are related by birth or marriage to a Shriner, Master Mason, 
or a Daughter of the Nile. They may also be a majority member in good standing 
of a Masonic-related organization for girls, or a former patient at a Shriners Chil-
dren’s™ (with or without a Masonic relationship).   
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Annually, the Ziyara Zanies work hard at honing their craft.  This year was 
no exception.  The Ziyara Zanies are proud to announce that after twenty 
years of attending the Northeast Clown Institute (Clown School) Noble Har-
ry “Chuckles” Dapre has earned enough points(52) for the Master Clown 
award. 
 
The Ziyara Zanies have also inspired other 
award winners as well.  Elida “Giggles” Dapre 
has clowned with the Zanies in the past but 
yearly makes the pilgrimage with her father, 
“Chuckles” and family.  Giggles earned enough 
points for a Craftsman Award.  Roz “Noodles” 
Shew has been a very close friend to the Za-
nies.  She has earned enough points(26) for 

the Craftsman Award. Also, Noodles braved the stage to perform a skit 
and also compete in single and multiple balloon sculptures.  Noodles 
placed first in Character Make Up and Costume as well as Skit and 
Multiple Balloons as well. 

Last, we report that we have an 
addition to the NCI Board of Directors.  They are the movers 
and shakers of the Northeast Clown Institute in that they do 
the yearly planning and most of the teaching.  The Zanies 
congratulate Jeffrey “ Skippy” Edwards on joining the Board.  
He is pictured with his kids at the most recent NCI. 
 
If anyone would like to see what it takes to join this barrel of 
laughs, please do not hesitate to contact Noble Richard “ 
Doodles” Sacco, President - Director at 315-725-0541.  The 
Zanies are looking for people to learn balloon sculpting, 
character development and all the encompassing facets. 

Ziyara is looking for several roles to be filled by our Nobility.  
Learning is on the “job” and by your fellow Nobles. Get eve-
rything you can out of Ziyara. 
 
Musicians & Music enthusiasts: 
Ever play or wanted to learn how to play an instrument?   
 
Motorcycle enthusiasts: 
Want to learn how to ride or maintain a bike?  
 
Drivers: 
Like to travel?  Want to do more for Shriners Children’s?  
 
Shriners Children’s Philadelphia: 
Do you have a background or an interest in heath care?  We 
have an associate member opening. 
 
Don’t have a unit to concentrate your energy? 
Contact the Shrine Office if you are interested in any units.   

YOU 



Ziyara Shriners 
8209 Halsey Road 

Whitesboro New York 13392 

 
Office: 315-732-5328 

Email: office@ziyarashriners.com 

*** “Shriners… Helping kids and having FUN!” *** 

Official Notice of Stated Meeting 
To All Members of Ziyara Shriners 

Notice is hereby given that a Stated Meeting will be held: 

 Saturday, March 25, 2023  
Shrine Centre  9AM 

Noble’s Attire: Sport Coat or Suit 
The purpose of this meeting is to conduct any business which may come before  

the Temple and obligate any Master Masons as a Shriner. 
Your attention is called to the mandate of the Imperial Council Bylaws, that in order to gain admission to this 

or any other meeting of the Temple during the 2023 year you must show your 2023 dues card. 

Attest: 
Mark Alvarado 

Recorder 

Fraternally, 
Ill. James M. Nagy 

Potentate 


