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November Fish Fries
3rd,10th, 17th 

November 8th
Patrol Meeting 

Ventura’s Restaurant 
6:00pm

 
November 19th - 26th

Feztival of Trees
Masonic Care  

Community - Utica

November 30th
Stated Communication

& Ceremonial
Shrine Centre 

6:30pm

December 8th
All Masonic

Holiday Party
Harts Hill Inn

5:30pm

 

The FEZtival of Trees 

 

Ziyara Shriners Present 

Example 

 
  

                       November 19th – 26th                                 Hosted by: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
What is it? 

The FEZtival of Trees is a weeklong public event (Closed on Thanksgiving) 
where local businesses & organizations donate fully decorated Christmas 
Trees (artificial)that are displayed and raffled off one by one to the public.  

Each tree winner will receive their very own uniquely decorated Christmas      
Tree, PLUS all the gifts contained under the tree.  Values will range based on 
décor and gifts chosen by each Tree Sponsor. Other raffles will also be 
available. The Shrine Clowns and Santa will be around for fun and Photos. 
Food & Beverages will be available to purchase. 

      For more info: call 315-732-5328 or                                 
www.feztivaloftrees@ziyarashriners.com 

EVENT LOCATION : Masonic Care Community  

2150 Bleecker St. Utica, NY 13501 

     Sunday                   Nov. 19th           12pm — 8pm  

     Monday                 Nov. 20th           12pm — 8pm  

     Tuesday                 Nov. 21th           12pm — 8pm  

     Wednesday           Nov. 22th           12pm — 8pm  

     Friday                     Nov. 24th           10am — 8pm  

     Saturday                Nov. 25th           10am — 8pm  

     Sunday                   Nov. 26th           10am — 4pm  

        Drawings begin 2:00 pm on 11/26- Pick-up on11/27  

 

Start this years Holiday Season 
with the areas most  

 GRAND CHRISTMAS TREE  

          “EXTRAVAGANZA”  

______________  
Bring your Friends & Family to 

see a new twist on a  

“GREAT”  

 Community Event  
___________________  

See the   

“SPECTACLE “  
Try to WIN a uniquely           

decorated tree adorned with a  
variety of themed                   

gifts & delights  
____________________  

Admission Adults - $2  



Happy Holidays, 

Yes, that's right, Tis' the Season. Well not officially quite yet, but for the month of November 
Ziyara will be encouraging the Christmas & Holiday spirit early and often. Our 1st Annual FEZtival of 
Trees is happening this year, and what a spectacle it will be! I'll try my best to calm my enthusiasm, 
but many of us are very optimistic and hopeful for what this could possibly do for our Shrine. 

The Feztival of Trees is a weeklong event taking place during the week of Thanksgiving. After 
Thanksgiving, as many of you know it's also the "unofficial" start of the Christmas & the Black Friday 
shopping Season. During that peak week of excitement, our FEZtival will take place, and those who 
attend will see a vast array of beautifully decorated Christmas Trees. HOWEVER, those beautifully 
decorated Trees will also be adorned with GIFTS. and best of all, the Tree & all the Gifts, YOU, YOUR 
FRIENDS, AND FAMILY CAN WIN!!!

Our FEZtival of Trees is different than similar events because it is basically a "Chinese" Auction. 
The fee for admission is only $2. per person, and in front of each Tree there will be a container for raffle 
tickets {$5. for a sheet of 25 tickets), and a sign with the name of the Business/Organization/etc., that 
donated the Tree. 

If you do know of a Business/ Organization that may like to donate a "Themed" Tree with other 
gifts/items included, or Basket or gift certificate to raffle off, please let us know. Enclosed in this Bugle 
will be a registration form. Also, if any Business/ Organization, or Persons would prefer to just make a 
monetary donation we certainly encourage that as well. Those who do would also be included 
prominently with signage at the event. Please call the Shrine Office if you have more questions. 

One more very important thing. The Masonic Care Community has graciously agreed to host 
the event there, at their auditorium. What a Fantastic Venue, and great opportunity for us to bring our 
community to see the Gem that our Masonic Forefathers has created. Allowing us to be able to 
advertise both our Masonic Fraternity, and Shrindom, at the same time, and perhaps even enticing 
some to join our craft along the way, would make this Mason & Shriner very proud, and hopefully you'd 
feel the same. 

This new Fundraiser is uncharted territory, but our Circus just became too expensive for us to 
continue. Perhaps next year things may be different, but for now, we urge you to please help spread 
the word about our FEZtival of Trees. 

October was a very busy month, our Sportsman Raffle Party took place, and was an eventful 
time as usual. For those of you that bought & sold tickets, I can't thank you enough. Some of you have 
even sold 4 & 5 times as much as before. Simply an amazing effort. Chief Rabban Mike Dunn & 
Marshall Mike Wolzmuth did a great job chairing this year's raffle. 

The Annual Garage sale also took place, and was a huge success, making substantially more than 
last year. Enormous Thanks go out to Tom Mazzata, and all those who helped. After Long Hours 
setting up & tearing down, a lot of treasures and bargains were found, and Ziyara is helped greatly, 
thanks again! 

Potentate’s Message



By the way, have you heard we moved? We have finally moved to our Shrine Centre' at Halsey 
Rd. in Whitestown. It was a long time coming and hopefully those who were opposed to the initial 
move will someday warm to the decision. It appears the Utica Masonic Hall will be doing substantially 
better with their new Tenant. Moving out from the Masonic Hall took a couple days, with a small but 
helpful & dedicated band of Nobles and Ladies. Hopefully they realize just how much they helped! 

Our new office, built mostly from a very generous donation of $1000., from our Keystone Kops 
Unit, as well as other donations from many of you, was almost entirely built in one weekend. 
Spearheaded by our High Priest & Prophet Steve Armstrong with an assist from our Assistant Rabban 
Ken Williams & Outer Guard Rob Verdon: they went way above and beyond in contributing their time, 
money & energy, to get the job done! The space is quite a bit smaller but still seems to work just fine. 
One of our newest Nobles Dick McCarthy gave his time as well to help with Electric, so enormous 
thanks to him as well. 

There still is a lot on the wish list to do at our new location. There were plans to make more 
"individual" lockable spaces for Units to store their smaller items, as well as overhead space for old files 
& records, etc. Someday a smaller meeting room for Units & the Divan and other groups would be 
useful, so the heat and air conditioning in the dining room could remain off. So please consider 
donating to the Shrine Centre' improvement Fund. 

We will be having a Stated Meeting and a Ceremonial on November 30th. At that meeting I 
have asked that we have a more clarified financial report. Our new Accountant is supposedly close to 
having our numbers in order, and moving forward all of you will have a better understanding of where 
all the monies go, that you all contribute, and work so hard for; whether it be from Dues, Fish Fry's, 
Fundraisers, etc. All of you have the right to know! 

Finally, please find some new Nobles! November 30th will be the last chance to join for a while, 
so get those petitions in. We have quite a few younger members now with different ideas, and they 
have given us a great new energy moving fgrward. Let's keep it going!-

Fraternally, L I 
) 

Wayne E. Towne II
� 

/. �� 
Potentate - 2017 

Congratulations to Ziyara Shriner’s Keystone Kops!
Second year in a row making the official publication of 
Shriner’s Magazine following the Imperial Session!

SESSION OVERVIEW

4 Shriner M
agazine: Pride and Tra

dition

SUNDAY, JULY 9

The first d
ay of Im

perial Ses-

sion had a special buzz a
bout 

it. S
hriners h

ad taken over 

Daytona Beach, and through-

out th
e town, every sig

n read, “W
elcome 

Shriners!”
 It w

as clear th
at so

mething excit-

ing was happening. 

The day kicked-off at th
e world-famous 

Daytona International Speedway first t
hing 

in the morning, with the fourth annual Im
pe-

rial Sessio
n Walk for LOVE, along with the 

Motor Corp competitions. 

When Shriners a
nd their fa

milies re
turned 

to the convention center, m
any took the 

time to check out th
e Marketplace, featur-

ing vendors f
rom around the world. In the 

center of th
e Marketplace was Shriners 

Village, where volunteers s
tood ready to 

pass o
ut fr

aternal and hospital lit
erature, 

answer any questions, c
ollect and display 

pins, p
lay PLINKO, 

and give out 2017 

Imperial Sessio
n-

themed prizes. 

There was e
ven 

a photo booth 

providing sou-

venir p
ictures. 

The 143rd Im
perial Session

Day 
1

The 2017 Im
perial Session 

took place in Daytona Beach, 

Florida, Sunday, Ju
ly 9, th

rough 

Thursday, Ju
ly 13. The big event 

was a ton of fu
n and overall a 

great success, fill
ed with both 

important business discussions 

and decisions, and loads of excit-

ing Shriner-style activitie
s for th

e 

entire
 family to enjoy. E

very single 

Shriners International te
mple was 

represented, and we thank every-

one who came and partic
ipated, 

helping to make it s
uch a wonder-

ful and memorable experience. 

7

THE PUBLIC OPENING

At 3 p.m., Imperial Session formally 

commenced as th
e Public Opening cer-

emonies began. O
n sta

ge, a fez was le
ft 

on an empty chair, s
ignifying the sorrowful 

absence of th
e late Imperial Sir Ja

ck Jones.  

Imperial Potentate Chis Smith spoke mourn-

fully about th
e loss o

f our beloved Imperial 

Sir Jo
nes, a

nd introduced a video montage 

showcasing memorable moments o
f his 

incredible life
. It 

was a very emotional 

time for everyone. The national anthems 

of both the United States and Canada, per-

formed by the Rajah Chanters, f
ollowed, 

along with the presentation of colors b
y 

the International Shrine Legion of Honor.

Illustri
ous Sir G

ordon “Stumpy” H
arris

, 

Director G
eneral, k

icked-off the Public 

Opening, and said it w
as his “d

istinct plea-

sure to declare the 143rd Imperial Session 

of Shriners I
nternational officially open.” 

And with that, Im
perial Sessio

n had begun. 

The Opening was fu
ll of m

any moving 

presentations, in
cluding welcomes and 

proclamations by numerous offic
ials 

from the Daytona Beach community. In
 

addition, generous c
hecks to

 Shriners 

Hospitals f
or C

hildren were presented 

by representatives fr
om Ladies O

rien-

tal Shrine of N
orth America, D

aughters 

of th
e Nile and Order of Q

uetzalcoatl.  

Grand Masters spoke, honored 

members were welcomed, and Impe-

rial Potentate Chris 
Smith led the 

fezzing of n
ine new nobles o

n sta
ge.  

Incoming (now present) Im
perial Poten-

tate Gary Bergenske then introduced his 

2017-2018 Imperial Potentate’s program, 

and the new book, Shriners: A
 Histo

ry of 

Fellowship and Philanthropy. 

Next, E
xecutive Vice President Jo

hn 

McCabe took the sta
ge, along with other 

members o
f our Shriners H

ospitals f
or 

Children leadersh
ip, and sp

oke about 

the recent tr
agic fire in Guatemala, and 

our health care system’s q
uick response 

and involvement. A
 video highlighting the 

course of events w
as sh

own. 

The new Shriners r
eferral program, 

I A
M R U, w

as th
en intro

duced, and 

an Im
perial Potentate’s M

edallion was 

presented to 103-year-old Melvin “M
el” 

Brown, of Amara Shriners. 

Imperial Potentate Chris 
Smith was 

the last to
 speak before th

e closing 

prayer adjourned the gathering. Smith 

thanked his f
amily and everyone who 

helped make this Im
perial Sessio

n pos-

sible. “T
hank you for your time and your 

talent,” h
e said. “G

od bless y
ou.” 

The evening ended at the Glenn 

Ritchey Plaza Bandshell o
n the beach, 

with music provided by a Shriner band. 

Our Largest a
nd Most I

mportant Event of th
e Im

perial Year 



 

 
 

Ziyara Shriners 

                                                                                                                       P.O. Box 40 Whitesboro, NY 13492  

                                                                                                                                 PH:  315-732-5328 

          Email: feztivaloftrees@ziyarashriners.com  
 

 Fill and email or fax to 315-798-8834 
2017 Registration Form  
Guidelines    

• All donation gifts and trees should be contained within the 5x5 ft square unless other accommodations 
are made  

• Displays/Trees should be between 6-10 ft tall, Only Artificial New Trees  
• Trees must be free standing and sturdy  
• Trees must contain all LED lights and no more than 800  
• No empty or wrapped boxes can be placed under the tree  
• Sponsors must provide a new 10’ extension cord  
• Sponsors must supply all set up accessories (tape, decorations, wire-ties, etc.)  
• Tree and any gift boxes should be kept in good condition and can be stored on site  
• The sponsor will set up the tree and gifts at the Masonic Care Community Auditorium on Nov 17 or 18 

unless other accommodations are made  
• Ticket container and sponsor sign for each tree/item/basket will be provided by Ziyara Shrine 

 

Company/Organization: _______________________________________________                                                              

Contact Name: ______________________________________________________  

Contact Phone: ______________________________________________________  

Contact Email: _______________________________________________________  

Tree Theme or Item Donated: ___________________________________________  

Estimated Value of Donation: ___________________________________________  

Signature: ___________________________________________________________ 

© 2017 Ziyara Shriners Ziyara Shriners is a 501(c)(10) Nonprofit Organization  •   Donations are not tax deductible 

  Tree     Silent Auction Item/Basket    Donation  



ALL MASONIC

HOLIDAY PARTY
“The honor of your presence is requested for an evening of Merriment & Glee”

Date:   December 8th, 2017
   Place:  Harts Hill Inn, 135 Clinton St., Whitesboro
  Social & Fellowship:  5:30 pm to 6:30 pm  
  Dinner:  6:30 pm - Venetian Dessert Bar following dinner
  Dress: Holiday Attire (Business, Casual)
  Cost:  $31 per person

 
Choice of: 
Roast Sirloin of Beef with Burgundy Gravy, Chicken Francaise, or 
Broiled Fresh Haddock
  Includes: Salad,Potatoes,Vegetables,Bread & Butter—Coffee,Tea 

& Water-- Special menu available for those who need it.        

RVSP by Dec. 4th with dinner choice & check made out to Brenda Dean or 
Paul Towne. Please Mail all of the above to:
 
                           RW Brenda Dean                              Paul Towne

                                  11713 State Rte 46                            PO Box 83

                                  Boonville,NY 13309                          Oriskany Falls,NY 13425

                                  315-942-3318                                     315-306-4043

                                                                                             315-941-8334-cell

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=11713+State+Rte+46&entry=gmail&source=g
tel:(315)%20942-3318
tel:(315)%20306-4043
tel:(315)%20941-8334


 
 

Shrine Park Centre Improvement

By: Noble Leighton Burns
By: Noble Stu & Brenda Card 

By: Noble Hal Smith 
By: Arab Patrol 

By: Western Shrine 
By: Noble Clarence Dailey

By: Springfield Parade Committee 
By: Noble Tom Mazzotta 

By: Noble & Mrs. Richard Rebisz 

Special thanks to all those who helped build, 
move and furnish the office.

Shriner’s Hospitals 

By: Noble Hal Smith 
By: Noble Leon Flemming 

By: Noble Mike Garrett 
By: Noble Leighton Burns

 By: Noble Joseph & Sheryle Charity 
By: Noble Stu & Brenda Card 

 By: Noble Frank & Michelle Reilie  
By: Noble Alan Daley

By: Noble Michael Simpson

Patient Transportation Fund

In Memory of: Noble Walter Sweet
By: Irene Sweet and Roger Marmet

D O N AT I O N S

Black Camel 
 

   Merrit Smith • 09/29/2017  
John S. Friedel Jr, PP • 10/03/2017     

Forrest R. Kelly • 10/19/2017        
       

November Patrol at Ventura’s  
Restaurant Lansing St, Utica

Wednesday Nov 8th - 6:00 PM Social
6:30 PM order off the Menu

We will be in the Grotto, downstairs
Please respond to Sam Trapanick by 

Nov 3rd call 315-735-3960
THIS IS THE LAST MEETING UNTIL 

FEBRUARY

 
At their meeting held on Monday October 16th the Legion of Honor  

honored Joyce Ebensperger (first row center) for her many years of dedicated service to Ziyara.  Congratulations Joyce! 



 
Bugle Notes 

Last day to submit information: 
15th of every month

Mosqueteer Meeting 
 

To all widows of Shriners: The Mosqueteers 
cordially invite you to join them for lunch at Kirby’s 
on Commercial Drive at 12:00pm on the second 

Thursday of every month.  
For more information, please call Marilyn Kane at 

732-3991 or  
Joyce Ebensperger at 793-3199



Ziyara Shriners
P.O. Box 40
8209 Halsey Rd.
Whitesboro, NY 13492

Tel: 315-732-5328
Fax: 315-798-8824
Email: ziyaraoffice@verizon.net

We are on the web!
www.ziyarashriners.com

The Bugle is produced by the Ziyara Shrine Office
   Il l. Wayne E. Towne II, Potentate • Paul Towne, Recorder    

 Il l. Norm Jeche PP, Treasurer •  Ross V. Stoltz, Temple Editor
 

ZIYARA SHRINERS
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF A STATED MEETING 

To All Members of ZIYARA TEMPLE
Notice is hereby given that a Stated Communication & Ceremonial will be held

Thursday, November 30th, 2017 at the Shrine Centre beginning at 6:30pm
Dress: 2017 Divan Outfit for Divan

Nobles: Sport Coat or Suit 
 The purpose of this meeting is to conduct any  

business which may come before the Temple, and perform a Ceremonial
Your attention is called to the mandate of the Imperial Council Bylaws, that in order to gain admission  

to this or any other meeting of the Temple during the 2017 you must show your 2017 dues card. 

                                                                                
Attest:                                                              
Paul Towne                                                           
Recorder                                                                   

Fraternally
Ill. Wayne E. Towne, II 
Potentate                                                          
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