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FISH FRYS
Start February 28th

thru
April 10th

January 16th
 Stated Meeting 

Installation of 2020 Officers 
Shrine Center  

6:30pm 

January 18th 
Shriners East/West Bowl 

72 Tavern - Utica Aud 
3:00pm 

January 25th 
Installation Dinner 

Shrine Center  
6:00pm Social 

7:00pm Introductions 
7:30pm Dinner

February 14th
Cupid’s Cocktail Party

Shrine Center
6:30pm

Child’s wish: ‘A new heart for mom’

By Amy Neff Roth - Utica OD
   
Santa Claus must be real because Sophie McLaughlin, 3, got 
everything she wanted for Christmas — bath markers, paint and a 
mom on the road to recovery.

Sophie, daughter of Stephanie and Stephen, of Stittville, went to 
see Santa with her grandparents at the Ziyara Shriners’ Feztival 
of Trees at the Masonic Care Community the weekend after 
Thanksgiving.

“My mom said that when it was Sophie’s turn to sit in Santa’s lap,” 
McLaughlin said, “he asked what she wanted. She said she wanted 
the doctors to give her mom a new heart.”

McLaughlin, also mom to Nathaniel, 7, Henry, 6 and stepdaughter 
Gabby, 11, was, at that time, in Strong Memorial Hospital at the 
University of Rochester, waiting for a heart transplant.



During a visit, Sophie wanted her mother to come home, too, and her parents explained that she 
couldn’t come home until she got a new heart, McLaughlin said, speculating it’s what prompted 
Sophie’s request.

“I thought it was sweet that she thought of me and was asking for me before a toy or something for 
herself,” McLaughlin said.

Santa was confused by Sophie’s request at first, but then asked what she wanted for herself. That’s 
when the bath markers and paints came up.

Sophie got her big wish Dec. 4 when her mother received a new heart. Everything went well, and 
McLaughlin came home Dec. 19 — 54 days after entering the hospital and finding out she needed a 
transplant.

“I was very surprised,” McLaughlin said, recalling the moment she learned a donor heart was 
available. “Happy, guilty — feeling guilty because there’s so many people that wait for a really long 
time or don’t get one. Scared, nervous, like, basically, anything you could feel ... I was also really 
feeling sick.”

“I’m just so grateful,” she added, “and blessed and thankful for my donor, thankful to God.”

And as she enjoys the gift of life and loved ones during this season, she’ll be thinking about her 
donor’s family, too.

“I think about them and pray for them. It’s a happy holiday for me,” she said, “but it’s going to be a 
difficult one for them.”

The transplant culminates a roller coaster ride of a year for McLaughlin who thought she was 
completely healthy until she started fainting in August 2018.

At first, doctors couldn’t find anything wrong with her, but then they started to suspect sarcoidosis, a 
diagnosis finally confirmed earlier this year, McLaughlin said.

Sarcoidosis is a disease “in which inflammatory cells build up in different organs — the lungs, the 
heart, the liver, the kidneys, the eyes, the skin — and causes dysfunction of those organs,” said 
McLaughlin’s cardiologist in Rochester, Dr. Himabindu Vidula. “In her heart, the sarcoidosis was 
producing low and then very fast rhythms, and it was also causing heart failure.”



message from the potentate
Nobles, 

The year is nearing its end, in few days your Potentate elect will be installed 
as your 2020 Potentate. We have had a very successful year.  This was not 
accomplished without a lot of hard work. Lady Carolyn and Walker have been 
by my side this whole year.  It is time to pass the torch and let my successor 
make his mark on Ziyara.  

Through our efforts, our Shrine is becoming more financially stable. We still 
have a long road ahead of us, but with controlled spending and continued 
improvement in our fund-raising efforts, we will continue to prosper.  The 
Vidalia Onion Sale, Sportsman Raffle and the FEZtival of Trees events were all 

tremendously successful. The Sportsman Raffle and the FEZtival of Trees were record breakers again. While 
there is still much to do, we can feel great about all that was accomplished this year.  The Shrine Center was 
used for a number of events this year and along with getting the main meeting room repainted, this is a great 
start to show what the Ziyara Center has to offer.

As we move forward, we need to remember that the Nobility needs to support the Divan.  Ziyara belongs to all 
of you. Your participation and commitment is what is needed to make Ziyara successful and continue to grow.  
We saw many members at the Ziyara family picnic and other events this year.  We need to see you more often.  
When our members participate, we become stronger. 

Lady Carolyn and I were able to represent Ziyara at a variety of events this year. We attended many Potentate 
balls, enjoying fellowship with other Shriners.  We also had a chance to spend time with the Imperial Potentate 
at the Fall NYOSA meeting.  He had two simple messages.  He does not eat chicken and “Just One!”.  His 
“Just One” message is;  “If we all just get one new member, we can double our numbers”.  I took this challenge 
and I have achieved this goal.  Not once, but four times this year I have been a top line signer for a new noble.  
So as we move to the New Year, I ask you to support the Potentate and Ziyara by getting “Just One!”.

In closing, we had a great year and I do feel like a Superhero and without my Lady Carolyn and my sidekick 
Walker it would not have been doable.  I want to say THANK YOU to my Divan and the Nobility for supporting 
me as you did throughout the year.  Let’s make next year even better.  

Again, I appreciate all the positive support you have given us. It has truly been a memorable year. Thank you.

I have left my mark, Steve now it is your turn!



message from the potentate elect
I hope all of you have had a wonderful Christmas and that the 
New Year will be everything you have wished for. I would like to 
commend Illustrious Sir Kenneth Williams for a great 2019, and am 
very excited for what 2020 has in store!  

As most of you know the Feztival of Trees was a fundraising 
success, even with a snowstorm on the final day. This finished a 
very fiscally responsible year. I hope to continue the tradition in this 
respect.

I was reminded by a number of nobles that we have gotten very 
good at “FUND” raising, but that we shouldn’t forget about “FUN” 

raising. I have thought about this and will be adding several cocktail parties to the calendar this 
year. They will be hosted by a member of the elected Divan, each with its own theme and program. 
The first of these events will be on Valentine’s Day, February 14th, and will be hosted by Michael 
Wolzmuth and his Lady, Robin. 

The other upcoming events are the first East/West Shrine Bowl Viewing Party at 72 Tavern & Grill 
(Utica Auditorium). Kick-off is at 3 pm, but come early for the pregame fun. Wear your fez!

Fish Fries start February 28th and will run every Friday until Easter. The Saint Patrick’s Day Party will 
be March 14th, after the parade. Please see announcements or check the Shrine website for specific 
details and times of upcoming events.

In closing, my Lady, Jo, and I wish all of you the best of God’s gifts in 2020. Enjoy each other, for we 
can never predict when God will call us home.



East West Shrine Bowl 
Watch Party on the Big Screen

Come join the fun!

Saturday, January 18th, 2020
72 Tavern – 400 Oriskany St W, Utica, NY Game 

starts at 3:00 PM 
Order off the menu

Wear your Fez and East West Shrine Gear 
Great opportunity for community exposure!

Ziyara Shriners 
Cupid’s Cocktail Party

Friday, February 14th, 2020
Shrine Center

6:30pm - 9:30pm
Hors d’oeuvres and dessert 

cash bar

$10 per person  
(payment accepted at door)

RSVP by Thursday February 6th

Mosqueteers
 We cordially invite all widows of Shriners 
to join us for lunch at Castlewood, 1307 

Champlin Ave, Utica, NY at 12:00 pm on the 
second Thursday of every month. 

 For more information call  
Marilyn Kane at 315-732-3991 or  

Joyce Ebensperger at 315-793-3199

To refer a patient to 
Shriners Hospitals for Children call the  

patient referral line at 
800-237-5055. You can also email 

patientreferrals@shrinenet.org to begin 
the referral process. Patients do not need 
to be referred or sponsored by a Shriner. 

ZIYARA SHRINE CENTER
TIMES AVAILABLE 
FOR HALL RENTAL
Plenty of Parking 
Level Entrance 

Reasonable Rates
HAVE YOUR NEXT PARTY HERE

315-732-5328



Ziyara Shriners 2020 Installation Banquet 
Help Support your Divan & Ladies as they continue to move forward. 

And most of all, “Keep having fun & helping children”.

January  25, 2020 
Location: Shrine Park/Center 8209 Halsey Rd. Whitesboro NY 13492 

Time: 6:00pm Social & Fellowship, Hors d’oeuvres. 
Attire: Nobles: Coat & Tie, Divan Outfit, Fez Ladies: Dress,  Skirt,  or  Slacks 

Welcome/Introductions:  7:00 pm 
Dinner:  7:30 pm 
Cost: $37.00 pp 

POTENTATES REMARKS FOLLOWING DINNER 

Payment are necessary by January 12, 2020 
Checks payable to: Ziyara Shriners 

Mail to: P.O. Box 40, Whitesboro, NY 13492 

2020 Ziyara Shriners Installation Banquet 1/25/2020 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

No. Attending @$37.00 pp Amount Enclosed: $___________________ 

To pay by credit card, please complete the following information: [There will be a 3% surcharge if 
paying by credit card.] 

Card Holders Name: ___________________________________ Billing Zip Code: _____________ 
Card Number: __________________________________________________ 
Expiration Date: ___________Security Code __________________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________ 
Phone #: __________________________ 



Name: _________________________________ 
Address: ________________________________ 
       _________________________________
City:____________ State: _______ Zip: _______

 I would like to include Ziyara Shriners in my trust or estate plans      
 I have already included Ziyara Shriners in my plans
 I would like to make a contribution to Ziyara Shriners. Please find enclosed: $ ______

For more information please contact Ziyara Shriners. PO Box 40 Whitesboro, NY 13492  
315-732-5328 ziyaraoffice@verizon.net

 

In Memory of Elizabeth “Betty’’ Nicholson  
By: Noble Bernard Lepper and Lady Gaile

In Memory of Pasquale Moracco
By: Noble Bernard Lepper and Lady Gaile

In Memory of Alexandra Towne  
By: Ill. Sir Louis Leogrande Jr., P.P.

Patient Transportation Fund
By: American Legion Riders and Sons 

Of American Legion Post 1376  
By: American Legion Post 1376

Shrine Park Center
By: Noble Arthur Spencer  

By: Noble Miles Hoerle  
By: Noble George W. Cook 

Springfield Hospital
By: Noble Dennis Davis  

By: George W. Cook  
By: Noble Miles Hoerle 

Boston Hospital
By: Noble Robert Henderson and Lady Nancy 

Pull Tabs

By: Sonya Furness, TC Augusta 
Seth Morey 
Brian Collins 
Earl Lewis 

Wyatt Morey 
Alice Hannold 
Tim Bartlett

By: Herkimer County Attachment 
Marine Corp League  

By: First Presbyterian Church By: Frank Savino  
By: Bruce and Sondra Coe  
By: John Brucker, Age 11  

By: Suzanne Delaire  
By: Stokes School, Rome

D O N AT I O N S

Black Camel 
 

Harold W. Rieben • 10/15/19
 



Ziyara Shriners
P.O. Box 40
8209 Halsey Rd.
Whitesboro, NY 13492

Tel: 315-732-5328
Fax: 315-790-5417
Email: ziyaraoffice@verizon.net

We are on the web!
www.ziyarashriners.com

The Bugle is produced by the Ziyara Shrine Office
   Il l. Kenneth R. Will iams, Potentate • Paul Towne, Recorder    

 Il l. Norm Jeche PP, Treasurer •  Ross V. Stoltz, Temple Editor
 

ZIYARA SHRINERS
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF STATED MEETING and INSTALLATION 

To All Members of ZIYARA TEMPLE
Notice is hereby given that a Stated Meeting will be held

Thursday, January 16th, 2020 at the Shrine Center beginning at 6:30pm
Dress: 2019 Divan Outfit for Divan

Nobles: Sport Coat or Suit

The purpose of this meeting is to install the 2020 Officers and 
conduct any business which may come before the Temple. 

Your attention is called to the mandate of the Imperial Council Bylaws, that in order to gain admission  
to this or any other meeting of the Temple during the 2020 year you must show your 2020 dues card. 

                                                                                
Attest:                                                              
Paul Towne                                                           
Recorder                                                                   

Fraternally
Ill. Kenneth R. Williams 
Potentate                                                          


