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January Fish Fries
5th, 12th, 19th, 26th 

 
February Fish Fries

2nd, 9th, 23rd 

January 10th
Arab Patrol Meeting

Hotel Utica 
6:00pm

January 18th
Stated Communication

& Installation
Shrine Centre 

6:30pm
 

January 20th
Installation Banquet

Roselawn 
6:00pm

 



Potentate’s Message
Nobles, Ladies, and Friends,

I’d guess you’ve all heard that saying “Time flies when your having fun”.  Well that’s an understatement if 
I’ve ever heard one.  Ziyara has been on my mind every day for the last year, yet it still seems as if I had 
just been installed as your Potentate a short time ago.  It’s truly been an honor to serve, but I would be 
lying to say I wasn’t ready for some time off.  Yes, there was fun to be had, but with help from so many of 
you there was some significant events & changes that happened.  

First off, with a Decree initiated by Past Potentate John Sargent, the wheels were set in motion, and with 
a lot of tedious work from our Recorder Paul Towne and our office staff, we finally did have another vote to 
move to our Shrine Centre’ location in Whitesboro.  The Vote was overwhelmingly in favor of the initiative.  
Then the vote to Ratify our action at Imperial Session in Daytona was voted overwhelmingly in favor as 
well.  We can finally start living within our means, and it seems the Utica Masonic Hall is on track to be in 
a much better place financially as well, thanks to our departure. 

The Move didn’t happen overnight though.  The decision for the Office & storage space size and location, 
were the biggest causes of delay.   In the end though a close vote went through, and the smallest & most 
inexpensive plan was selected.  The best part however, was most of the office was built in one weekend, 
and paid for around $1500.  With most of that coming from a generous donation from our Keystone Kops, 
and the rest from donations to our Shrine Centre’ Improvement Fund.
Our pay $5.00 & Pass a Dish St. Patrick’s Day, and Mardi Gras Parties were great events to start of the 
year.  They were cheap, great food, the Bar was open, and we even made a little money.   In May some of 
us participated in the “Musicians for Shriners” event at the Kallet Theatre in Oneida.  This was a Hospital 
Fundraiser, that right now we basically don’t have to do much work but show up.  I’d urge all of you who 
could not participate, to consider it for next year.  Around $5000. Was raised for our Hospitals.

In June, we had our “Full Moon” Cocktail Party. It too was a great event.  Drinks, Dinner, Dancing, 
DESSERTS and Basket Raffles!  It was a Fantastic time and monumental effort from Our Chief Rabban 
(Elect) Ken Williams & Lady Carolyn.    Imperial Session in Daytona was lots of Fun as well.  Next year 
Ziyara is again going “Back to the Beach”.  The Shrine office has more information, so ask those who 
went, and please consider going, it’s a trip you won’t long forget.   
        
  The Fish Fries, Onions Sales, Garage Sale and Sportsman’s Raffle, continued as always.  For quite 
a few years now, these dependable Fundraisers have kept us above water.  These worked because of 
a lot of hard work, from our Nobility and others.   Hopefully some of you who aren’t really that active in 
Fundraising, might consider doing a bit more in the future, if you’re able.   

Then there was The FEZtival of Trees EXTRAVAGANZA.   The Event happened, and as it stands right 
now $17,500 profit for the FEZtival of Trees.   I cannot thank all of you enough for your help, support 
& attendance to this Inaugural Event. So many of you also contributed to this event financially.   
Because of donations of Trees & gifts from you personally, your Business’s, and your Units, we had 
enough quality items and gifts for those who attended to see, and win!  It was truly a beautiful spectacle 
to see.  Insofar as thanking everyone else, there’s just far too many of you to mention.  I’d also hate to 
risk hurting someone whom I value, buy leaving them out.  Many of you already know what you’ve done, 
and hopefully I took the time to show my gratitude.   But with so many of you who’ve helped our Temple in 
varying degrees this year, it’s hasn’t been easy. 



 I’d be remiss though, not to thank my Father Wayne Towne Sr. for introducing me to Freemasonry, and 
Bud Combs for having the confidence in me to appoint me to Ziyara’s Divan.   Enormous thanks go to 
Dorthey Alexander for keeping me in line, and on track with all the comings and goings at the Shrine 
Office.  She goes way above and beyond the call of duty, and for that she should be recognized. Ziyara’s 
Divan & their Ladies have shown a level of support that is immeasurable.  The Time & Money that they 
have given to our Shrine Temple, and the support they have given Lee and myself is well beyond the 
norm.  My only wish could be the Nobility could be made aware of all they really do.
 
With that, I would be forever ashamed if I didn’t acknowledge the great appreciation for at present our 
Asst. Rabban (Elect) Steve Armstrong and his lady MaryJo who are always working, for everything.  
Selling tickets, serving dinners, attending Clubs & Units, building Offices, moving Offices, Chairing the 
Feztival of Trees, working before-during-after the Feztival of Trees. Working, working, working!  Having 
that kind of support made my job, easy.   His Lady MaryJo, works just as hard as Steve.  She kept him on 
track, and was busy at all the events as well, and backed up Lady Lee with everything.  Always lending 
a hand whenever & wherever.   Without their constant drive and determination, I’m positive our Temple 
would be far, far less successful if they’d not been around.  Guaranteed. 

Speaking of Guarantees, I’d like to congratulate Mike Dunn on his Election to Potentate for Ziyara Temple 
for 2018.  Another true friend.  I can guarantee you all, that since I’ve been a Mason & Shriner, I’ve not 
known anyone with the leadership qualities, eloquence in speaking, awareness of the issues & more 
prepared to be your next Potentate than Mr. Michal T. Dunn.  Congratulations Mike & Lady Dori, Ziyara is 
very lucky to have you.

This year, my tenure in Ziyara would not have been possible, without the support & years of patience 
from my family, and especially your first Lady Lee.  I can’t even begin to mention all she has done for 
me and our Temple.  Anything I did as Potentate was because of her help.  It’s a difficult job and without 
her assistance in a multitude of things, not only with the Shrine, but with Work & Family as well, I can’t 
imagine where my life might be.  Thankfully though, that won’t be necessary.   I’m truly thankful I made it 
through this year, along with the Temple having some successes, but I believe things will continue to be 
difficult, and we will have to continue to work yet even harder.  Maybe there’s something that can help 
change that though. 

Yes, great strides have been made, but we could be so much more prosperous to ourselves, 
and our Shrine Hospitals, if we became… Ziyara Shrine Club.  Unlike N.Y., most states have 1 or 2 
Temples, and a bunch of Shine Clubs which are like a Masonic Lodge.  
We’d still be as we are now, but streamlined.   So much time, and 
money could be saved by not being a Temple that has to deal with the 
constant rules, requirements, bureaucracy from Imperial.  Of everything 
we accomplished this year, I truly believe that change would have been 
easily the most beneficial.  Therefore, I hereby CHARGE this Divan to 
continue this pursuit, to ensure a more prosperous future, in a much 
simpler way.  ZIYARA MUST CONTINUE ITS MISSION,  LIVE WITHIN 
OUR MEANS, ALWAYS STRIVE TO BE FIRST, AND ALWAYS FIGHT TO 
STAY ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF HISTORY!  

Always yours in the Faith, 

Wayne E. Towne ll



Nobles, with the blessing of our Illustrious Sir I have been given some space 
for us to look ahead to 2018. 

First, let me thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve this coming 
year as your Potentate.  It is a high honor indeed.  But I feel doubly blessed 
because my path is made easier by the gifted leadership of the Potentates 
that served before me and quite frankly I have a Divan made up of some of 
the most intelligent, gifted and motivated Men that I have ever had the 
opportunity to work with.  Most importantly… I have the incredible Nobles 
and Ladies of Ziyara. 

We have a recipe that can only produce success!  It’s time for us to step out with pride and shout to the 
world, “I Am Ziyara Shriners.”  I am going to ask a lot of you this year, I have high expectations for the 
commitment and drive that you will provide.  But it is nothing less than you are capable of and I am 
completely sanguine that we will meet and overcome every obstacle.  We will exceed every goal.  To 
start with I am asking that you: 

✓ Attend Temple Functions and Parades 
✓ Increase membership by 10% 
✓ Increase our Net on our fund-raising activities by 25% 
✓ Stay positive, have fun, maybe be a little silly 
✓ Move out of your comfort zone and believe in yourself! 

With Men such as you, we could sleep walk to the finish line.  With men such as you we will shatter 
these goals! 

Speaking of Temple Functions; Our Installation of Officers will be at the Shrine Centre at 6:30PM on 
Thursday, January 18, 2018 with light refreshments to follow.  Our Installation Banquet will be at the 
Roselawn on Saturday, January 20, 2018.  6:00 pm Social Hour, 7:00 pm Dinner.  Let’s kick the year off 
with a huge turnout in January for these functions. 

This year we need to stay focused and positive, continue to grow our membership and our financial 
security.  We must support one another at all times, work hard, have fun and take pride!  Each of us 
needs to take ownership and personal responsibility for Ziyara.  It is YOUR Shrine!  Its future depends on 
you.  So, every morning when you look in the mirror, humor me and say… “I make a difference… I AM 
Ziyara Shriners!”  May God shower you and your loved ones with his richest blessings.  Mike 



Ziyara Shriners 2018 Installation Banquet 
Help Support your Divan & Ladies as they continue to move forward. 

And most of all, “Keep having fun & helping children”. 
 

January 20, 2018 
Location: Roselawn Banquet Facility - 446 Main St., NY Mills, 

Time: 6:00pm Social & Fellowship, Hors d’oeuvres & One-hour open bar. 
Attire: Nobles: Coat & Tie, Divan Outfit, Fez Ladies: Dress, Skirt, or Slacks. 

Welcome/Introductions:  7:00 pm 
Dinner:  7:30 pm 
Cost: $37.00 pp 

Meal Choices: Prime Rib, Chicken Bianco, Crab Stuffed Haddock 
Accompanied with, roasted potatoes, vegetables & Dinner Rolls. 

Coffee, Tea, Soda & Dessert 
 

POTENTATES REMARKS FOLLOWING DINNER 
 

Payment & Meal Choices are necessary by January 16, 2018 
Checks payable to: Ziyara Shriners 

Mail to: P.O. Box 40, Whitesboro, NY 13492 
 

 
 

2018 Ziyara Shriners Installation Banquet 1/20/2018 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Meal Choices: Prime Rib: _______   Chicken Bianco: _______    Crab Stuffed Haddock: _______ 
 

No. Attending @$37.00 pp Amount Enclosed: $___________________ 
 

To pay by credit card, please complete the following information: [There will be a 3% surcharge if 
paying by credit card.] 

Card Holders Name: ___________________________________ Billing Zip Code: _____________ 
 

Card Number: ____________________________________________________ 



 
 

Patient Transportation Fund

In Memory of: Noble Walter Sweet
By: Irene Sweet and Roger Marmet

By: Malsan-Jones V.F.W New York Mills

D O N AT I O N S ALL ARE WELCOME!
January Arab Patrol Meeting  

is as follows:
January 10, 2018

6:00 Drinks
6:30 Dinner

order off the menu
The New Hilton Hotel at the Hotel Utica

RSVP to Bob DelBuono at  
315-797-6679 or via email to  

bdelbuono@fiberinstrumentsales.com 
by January 5th.



 
Bugle Notes 

Last day to submit information: 
15th of every month

Mosqueteer Meeting 
 

To all widows of Shriners: The 
Mosqueteers cordially invite you 

to join them for lunch at Kirby’s on 
Commercial Drive at 12:00pm on 

the second Thursday  
of every month.  

For more information, please call 
Marilyn Kane at 732-3991 or  

Joyce Ebensperger at 793-3199

Don’t Miss The Fun! Contact Bucksavers and reserve you spot now!

Daytona Beach, Florida
https://www.imperial2018.com/

Couple - $1,350.00 Individual - $1,110.00

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
OCEAN VIEW ROOM

FAMILY DINNER – MONDAY JULY 17th
OASIS IN HOSPITALITY SUITE FOLLOWING PARADE

COCKTAILS & REFRESHEMENTS THROUGHOUT YOUR STAY
3 BREAKFAST VOUCHERS PER PERSON

TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM IMPERIAL EVENTS
FREE TIME TO ENJOY THE NUMEROUS DAYTONA BEACH ATTRACTIONS

Parking in open lot - $7/day Valet Parking - $20/day

Ballyhoo and Live Music – Monday, July 16th    Evening Parade – Tuesday, July 17th    Oak Ridge Boys – Wednesday, July 18th



Ziyara Shriners
P.O. Box 40
8209 Halsey Rd.
Whitesboro, NY 13492

Tel: 315-732-5328
Fax: 315-798-8824
Email: ziyaraoffice@verizon.net

We are on the web!
www.ziyarashriners.com

The Bugle is produced by the Ziyara Shrine Office
   Il l. Wayne E. Towne II, Potentate • Paul Towne, Recorder    

 Il l. Norm Jeche PP, Treasurer •  Ross V. Stoltz, Temple Editor
 

ZIYARA SHRINERS
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF A STATED MEETING 

To All Members of ZIYARA TEMPLE
Notice is hereby given that a Stated Communication will be held

Thursday, January 18th, 2018 at the Shrine Centre beginning at 6:30pm
Dress: 2017 Divan Outfit for Divan

Nobles: Sport Coat or Suit 
 The purpose of this meeting is to install the officers for the ensuring year and  

conduct any business which may come before the Temple
Your attention is called to the mandate of the Imperial Council Bylaws, that in order to gain admission  

to this or any other meeting of the Temple during the 2017 you must show your 2017 dues card. 

                                                                                
Attest:                                                              
Paul Towne                                                           
Recorder                                                                   

Fraternally
Ill. Wayne E. Towne, II 
Potentate                                                          


